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EU / WHO Workshop outlines plan for closing gaps in 
Europe’s pandemic preparedness 
 
 
Uppsala, Sweden – 17 May 2006 
 
The past year has seen major advances in Europe’s preparedness against a 
possible influenza pandemic, but there is no room from complacency.  This was 
the message from senior public health officials from the EU, WHO, UN agencies 
and around 50 European countries at the end of the EU / WHO workshop on 
pandemic preparedness held on 15-17 May in Uppsala, Sweden.  Delegates 
reaffirmed their commitment to working together to strengthen preparedness 
and agreed a process of country visits and meetings of neighbouring countries 
to review national preparedness plans and give practical guidance on key 
aspects of preparedness.  This process will be led by the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the European Commission for the 
25 EU Member States and by WHO Europe for other European countries.  The 
workshop also stressed that ordinary seasonal influenza causes deaths, and 
called on European countries to meet WHO targets on vaccinating the elderly. 
 
At the World Health Assembly in May 2003 all WHO member countries committed 
themselves to increasing vaccination coverage of the elderly population to at least 50% 
by 2006 and 75% by 2010.   Even in countries of the European Union, these targets have 
not yet been met.  Experts estimate that meeting these targets could prevent hundreds of 
deaths each year in the European region.   
 
The programme of ECDC and WHO led country visits and meetings of neighbouring 
countries will take place over the next twelve months.  The aim is to review the national 
plans of all 52 countries making up the WHO European region by the time of the next EU 
/ WHO Workshop on Pandemic Preparedness.  This is scheduled to be held in May 2007. 
 
Background information 
 
The official title of the Uppsala meeting is the Third EU / WHO Workshop on Pandemic 
Preparedness.  It follows up on workshops held in Copenhagen on 24-26 October 2005 
and in Luxembourg in 2-3 March 2005.   During 2005 ensuring that all countries  
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developed national preparedness plans was a major focus of this process.  This objective 
was achieved by the end of 2005.  The focus of attention now is making sure these plans 
are operational, and ensuring preparedness continues to develop and strengthen. 
 
During the three day meeting delegates shared results from national preparedness 
exercises, the EU-wide preparedness exercise led by the European Commission in 
November, and country visits by ECDC, European Commission and WHO teams to test 
national plans.  They reviewed European and worldwide experience in dealing with H5N1 
avian influenza (so called “bird flu”) – an animal virus seen by experts as having the 
potential to mutate into a pandemic human virus – and held technical sessions on how to 
conduct disease surveillance during a pandemic and the development of indicators to help 
measure preparedness.   
 
Delegates heard addresses from senior figures including: 
 

 Morgan Johansson, Sweden’s Minister of Public Health, who addressed the 
workshop on 16 May 

 Hubert Hrabcik, Director-General of Public Health, Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Health of Women, Austrian Presidency of the European Union (15 May, keynote 
session) 

 Bernard Merkel, Acting Director of Public Health, European Commission (15 May, 
keynote session) 

 Marc Danzon, Regional Director, World Health Organization  Regional Office for 
Europe (15 May, keynote session) 

 David Nabarro, United Nations System Coordinator for Avian and Human Influenza 
(15 May, keynote session) 

 Marc Sprenger, Chair ECDC Management Board (15 May, keynote session) 
 Zsuzsanna Jakab, Director of the ECDC, Stockholm (15 May, keynote session) 

 
Adamou Yada of WHO’s Regional Office for Africa, based in Brazzaville, gave a 
perspective on efforts to prevent and control avian influenza in Africa, while experts from 
the World Animal Health Organisation (OIE), the European Food Safety Authority and the 
European Medicines Agency also gave perspectives. 
 
The workshop ended on 17 May with presentations from some of the independent experts 
sitting on ECDC’s Scientific Panel on Influenza and a presentation on modelling the impact 
of a pandemic, and possible measures to control it. 
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Further information 
 
For more information about the Uppsala workshop see: 
http://www.ecdc.eu.int
 
For a full list of the 52 countries making up the WHO European Region see: 
http://www.who.euro.int    
 
Ben Duncan, ECDC Spokesman, +46 (0)708 597833 
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